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Global Standards for the protection of children from abuse and neglect can be found in and are developing on the basis of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Important provision in this regard are article 19, 32-36, 38 and 39 CRC and the Optional Protocols to the CRC on the Sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and on Children in armed conflicts.

In this presentation I will focus on article 19 CRC which deals with child abuse and neglect within the family or other caring situations (e.g. foster care, residential care) 

With its Concluding Observations and Recommendations the CRC Committee has contributed and is contributing to the development of global standards for the protection of children.

Using these observations and recommendations with special attention for those issued for States Parties in the Asian region I will present and discuss standards related to the following topics:

- prevention and the key elements of a comprehensive policy:

- legislation prohibiting all forms of violence in the upbringing of children and related measures required for implementation;

- identification, reporting and referral of instances of child abuse and neglect;

-  interventions in cases of child abuse via child protection measures and criminal law investigation and prosecution with special attention for the child-victim as witness.

Finally some attention will be given to the current UN Study on Violence against children, and its possible outcome and impact.

